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A Fine Balance by Rohinton Mistry 

In India during the mid-1970s, after a “state of internal emergency” is declared, four very dif-

ferent people — a widowed seamstress, a student, and a man and his nephew who have fled 

their village’s caste violence — find their lives becoming inextricably intertwined.   

FIC MISTRY 

 

Open House by Elizabeth Berg 

Struggling to come to terms with her husband’s abandonment, Samantha sets out to con-

struct a new life for herself and her eleven-year-old son, despite financial hardship, and to 

rediscover her own identity, which had been lost in her attempts to save her marriage.   

FIC BERG 

 

What Looks Like Crazy on an Ordinary Day by Pearl Cleage 

After more than a decade of living the high life, Ava Johnson returns home to the quiet north-

ern Michigan community in which she grew up with a dark secret, but Ava cannot turn her 

back on friends and family who need her, nor help falling in love.  FIC CLEAGE 

 

Anna Karenina by Leo Tolstoy 

Set against the backdrop of Russian high society, Tolstoy charts the course of the doomed 

love affair between Anna, a beautiful married woman, and Count Vronsky, a wealthy army of-

ficer who pursues Anna after becoming infatuated with her at a ball.  FIC TOLSTOY 

 

Paradise by Toni Morrison 

Captures the dreams, memories, conflicts, and complex interior lives of the citizens of a 

small, all-Black town as four young women are brutally attacked in a convent near the town 

during the 1970s, in a novel that blends past, present, and future.  FIC MORRISON 

 
 

Freedom by Jonathan Franzen 

The idyllic lives of civic-minded environmentalists Patty and Walter Berglund come into ques-

tion when their son moves in with aggressive Republican neighbors, green lawyer Walter 

takes a job in the coal industry, and go-getter Patty becomes increasingly unstable and en-

raged.  FIC FRANZEN 
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Breath, Eyes, Memory by Edwidge Danticat 

A young Haitian girl comes of age torn between two cultures — the Haiti of her Tante Atie 

and Grandmother Ife, and the New York of her mother Martine.  FIC DANTICAT 

 

 

Jewel by Bret Lott 

A mother fights for the dignity of her youngest daughter against the backdrop of a pure and 

simple way of life in the backwoods of Mississippi in 1943.  FIC LOTT 

 

 

A Tale of Two Cities by Charles Dickens 

After 18 years of imprisonment in the Bastille, the devoted Doctor Manette is reunited with 

his daughter, the gentle Lucie, in England.  There she captures the hearts of two very differ-

ent men — Charles Darney, a banished French aristocrat, and Sydney Carton, a well-known 

English lawyer.  FIC DICKENS 

 

 

Daughter of Fortune by Isabel Allende 

Raised in the British colony of Valparaiso, Chile, after being abandoned as a baby, a pregnant 

Eliza follws her lover, Joaquin Andieta, to California at the height of the Gold Rush and finds 

adventure and adversity on her road to independence and love.  FIC ALLENDE 

 

 

The Heart Is A Lonely Hunter by Carson McCullers 

A quiet, sensitive girl searches for beauty in a small, but damned Southern town.   

FIC MCCULLERS 

 
 

The Good Earth by Pearl S. Buck 

A Chinese peasant overcomes the forces of nature and the frailties of human nature to be-

come a wealthy landowner.  FIC BUCK 

 

 

The Deep End of the Ocean by Jacquelyn Mitchard 

The disappearance of her three-year-old son Ben threatens to drive a wedge between Beth 

Cappadora and her husband, Pat, and transforms her older son into a troubled delinquent, 

until one day, nine years later, Ben comes back into their lives.  FIC MITCHARD 
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